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Gospel; and the time at which the translation
was made seems to me to be a question of minor
importance. Still, it is just worth while remark-
ing that Papias does not deny the existence of a
generally accepted Greek translation in his own
day. He says (using the past tense), "Each
man translated them (i.e. the Lord's sayings as
written down by S. Matthew) as he was able."
If there were no Greek S. Matthew at the time
at which Papias wrote, is it not evident that he
would have said, "Each man translates them
(present tense) as he is able" (present tense
again) ?